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This is the Skraeling Althing Chronicle, the quarterly newsletter for the Barony of Skraeling Althing in the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. There is no subscription fee. The Chronicle is not a corporate publication of the SCA Inc, nor does it delineate SCA 
policies. All rights remain with the original author, photographer or artist. Questions or concerns may be directed to the Baronial 
Chronicler. Issues of the Chronicle are posted to the Skraeling Althing web site. You can subscribe to the Chronicle by e-mailing the 
Chronicler. 

THE SCA IS A WELCOMING AND 
DIVERSE SPACE 

The Barony of Skraeling Althing fully 
supports the ideal of Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion. Our membership is open 
to people from all backgrounds. See 
more at 
skraelingalthing.com/wp/diversity/   

Our Core Values, which guide us in 
even these darkest of times, include the 
following tenets: to “act in accordance 
with the chivalric virtues of honor and 
service”, to “value and respect the 
worth and dignity of all individuals”, and 
to “practice inclusiveness and respect 
plural- ism and diversity”. 

If we are to live by our core values then 
there is only one path forward: we must 
both fight against systemic injustice 
and support those that do.  

As the unique educational organization 
that we are, we have the opportunity to 
leverage our greatest resource: our 
community. It is our community that 
makes us who we are.  That is the true 
value of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism. We treasure the rich 
diversity of our community as a 
reflection of the rich diversity of 
history...  

This quote is from a statement 
published by Baroness Zahra Tesfaye, 
SCA Corporate Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Officer on June  2, 2020 (Read 
the full statement at 
https://www.sca.org/news/from-the-
sca-office-of- diversity-equity-and-
inclusion/.) 

To contribute to the Chronicle, either articles, 
artwork, photography, or otherwise, please contact 
the Chronicler at: skrael.chronicler@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Events 
Fall Crown Tournament 

Site opens at 10:30 am 
Witness the Continuance of the Line of the North 

October 25, 2025 
Greely Legion Hall 

8021 Mitch Owens Rd, 
Greely, ON K4P 1N5  

Adult Registration: $30; Paid Member discount: $20 
 

Feast of the Hare 
A Celestial Quest: Secrets of the Medieval Sky 

November 22, 2025 
Bells Corners United Church, main hall  

3955 Old Richmond Road  
ON K2H 5C5,  

Site opens at 10:30 am and closes approximately at 9pm 
Adult Registration: $20; Paid Member discount: $10 
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Articles 
Decorating (while camping) 
Decorations can make your tent and kitchen shade more comfortable physically and visually. These 
tips will work for encampments of any level of period accuracy.  

Flooring: 

Carpets are the answer. 

In the sleeping tent, a carpet layer will offer softness, cushion, and warmth beneath your feet. 
Some who have the cargo space use actual tuffed carpets. “Real” carpets will tend to be thicker 
and therefore better at providing the benefits of carpeting. However, a thick upholstery fabric packs 
well, while also being washable. 
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In the kitchen or dining room, a carpet layer will keep the mud down and hide the dried up grass. It 
will expand the usable space available (yay for floor sitters!), and generally be more comfortable. 
Visually, it demarcates the space, better than any wall can, and really brings the “inside” feeling. 
Without carpets, a kitchen/dinning space feels sparse and (if you’ll forgive me) like you’re camping. 
You’ll want some sort of “outdoor” carpet for this task, meant for beach or patio. These sorts of 
carpeting will pack well and wash well, and can handle the dampness of the ground. 

Walls: 

While there’s not a lot to do to decorate the walls in your tent, especially if it’s a “dome home” and 
has curved or slanted walls. If your tent lends itself to division, hanging a curtain to separate areas 
of the tent. Curtains inside a tent can help when it’s cold by maintaining your body heat in a smaller 
area. Dividing the space can concentrate your efforts on one area that you will see in your tent, as in 
you won’t be seeing your sleeping area as much as your dressing area. 

In your dining tent, a wall can add shade and privacy, while also adding a medieval atmosphere. The 
standard 10x10 popup day shade seen at farmers’ markets everywhere is lightweight and compact 
to take to events. It’s easy to put up and ugly as sin. There are walls that can be purchased, but for 
our purposes, any fabric would be an improvement. Old flat sheets, cheap shears, or printed 
“tapestries” can be used. If you want to go a little farther, a painted canvas (or even any painted 
cotton) elevates the look of your nylon and aluminum pop up. Walls of any kind, but especially 
painted ones can transform a space from what feels like a Noble on campaign to one on holiday. 

Furniture: 

Focus on having wooden furniture. It often packs smaller than it’s modern counterparts. 

When wood isn’t an option, or you just really can’t accommodate the planks of wood in your 
vehicle, and only a roll top table will do, think cloth covers. Some make custom cloth cozies for 
their coolers. Others just put a table cloth over their metal tables. Cloth covers a multitude of sins. 

Storage: 

Most of us pack in plastic tubs. They are excellent for keeping humidity, bugs and animals out. And 
they lie around looking awful and getting in the way. You can hide one or two under your table (that 
has a cloth), keeping them out from underfoot, and out of direct sight. Sill there always seems to be 
more. Consider: Shelves. There are a number of folding, collapsable shelves available that can help 
give those totes somewhere to live. Tidying up those tubs gives you more room to move in your tight 
space, and consolidates the modernity to one spot. Doing this can also make it easier to cover 
these things, adding to the medieval atmosphere. 

 

Bench boxes are another great solution. For anything that doesn’t need to be sealed away, a bench 
box provides storage and seating, in a truly medieval way. They are easy to make with a minimal 
amount of tools, there are even plans out there to make them collapsible. 

 

Lighting: 
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Lighting is a conundrum. It’s not as easy as “just light a candle”. Candles can be a hazard that some 
are not willing to risk. There are plenty of electric candles these days – just be careful of the ones 
made from real wax inside your nylon tent in 30+ degree weather. Another option is an oil lamp. A 
lamp burning olive oil, with a reservoir of water can burn all night, and self-extinguishes should it be 
knocked over. 

Consider many lamps, whatever your solution. Placing them along paths, and to mark hazards, as 
well as on your tables and shelves and around your tent(s) will lend a glow that can be truly magical. 

 

Photo by Constance of Caldrithig (MKA Heather Hanna) 

 

In the end, your decorations should make you feel comfortable and bring you joy. A perfectly period 
trestle table, chairs, dishes and lamps can still feel like camping in a field, while a modern 
structure, with the right wall hangings and carpets can feel like the medieval room of your dreams.  
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Your annual reminder: Award Recommendations 

 It’s that time of year again. Time to think about Award Recommendations. 

Ealdormere has a tradition of custom scrolls. Making such intricate art takes time. Therefore, it is 
advisable that the Populace (that’s you) send in recommendations a few months before events in 
your area. 

The Althing is hosting two events this fall, Crown Tournament in October, and Feast of the Hare in 
November. Your award recommendations will lead to there being business in those Courts. 

So, how is it that people end up getting awards? The answer is two-fold. The person has to do stuff. 
And having done that stuff, someone has to report it to Their Majesties. It’s like tattling, but for good 
behaviour. The second part is the most important. If we don’t snitch on our friends, how will the 
Crown, who may live on the other side of the Kingdom, know that they are deserving of recognition? 

So, who’s worthy of being snitched on? And what do we recommend them for? 

Firstly, you, at whatever rank you are at now, whatever awards you currently have, you can 
recommend anyone for any award. 

The first award that most people will get is an Award of Arms (AOA). Super keeners who jump right 
in and volunteer for Canton offices will often get their AOA within a year. Most people though, with 
steady participation will get their AOA around the 2 year mark. So if you know of someone who has 
been around for two years and does not yet have their AOA, you should recommend them. 

Next a person will be recognized for their activities in one of the three pillars of the society: Marshal, 
A&S, and Service. Now that they are a Noble, what are they doing? Have they authorized in a 
combat style? Are they showing an interest in a particular art? Have they volunteered for jobs to 
help the group run? Those are the people who should be recommended for a Scarlet Banner, Orion, 
or Maiden’s Heart (respectively). 

Higher level awards are usually awarded after consultation with the Orders, but you can and should 
still recommend people for these awards. 

Descriptions of the awards can be found on the Awards page on the Ealdormere page. These 
descriptions will help you phrase your recommendations to Their Majesties more effectively. 

Before you write your recommendations, you should check the Order of Precedence for your 
nominee, if they already have the award you are thinking of, perhaps there is another that would fit? 

Maybe, instead of a Kingdom level award, you feel the Baron and Baroness should be made aware 
of an outstanding individual. Just as there are awards for Marshal, Arts, and Service at the Kingdom 
level, there are similar awards under the purview of the Baron and Baroness. The Baron and 
Baroness hold Court within our Barony far more often than Their Majesties, so recommending 
people of the Althing to Their Excellencies is a year-round job. 

 

https://ealdormere.ca/awards/
https://op.ealdormere.ca/Award_Listing.htm
https://skraelingalthing.com/wp/baronial-awards/award-recommendations/
https://skraelingalthing.com/wp/baronial-awards/award-recommendations/
https://skraelingalthing.com/wp/baronial-awards/award-recommendations/
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Awards aren’t just for adults, either. There are Youth specific awards, but there’s no rule that you 
have to be 18 to receive an AOA or any of the others. 

Look around, think about your friends and family. It’s not nepotism or favouritism or bias to 
recommend your friends. Sometimes, you may be the only one who sees their contribution, and it is 
your Duty in the Society to snitch on them. 
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Official Pages 
Want to keep up-to-date with our current mailing lists, Facebook pages, and web pages?  

You can find us at: 

 

Baronial 

Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/2334791875/  

Web page:   http://skraelingalthing.com/wp/  

 

Cantons 

Facebook pages: 

Caldrithig:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/caldrithig/  

Greyfells:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/225292100927968/  

Web pages: 

Caldrithig:  http://skraelingalthing.com/wp/caldrithig/  

Tor Brant:  http://skraelingalthing.com/wp/torbrant/  

Greyfells:  http://skraelingalthing.com/wp/greyfells/ 
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Baronial Officers 
Baroness 
Her Excellency, Dubhessa Ni Ulliam 
(she/her) 
baroness@skraelingalthing.com 

Baron 
His Excellency, Joffr Rodson (he/him) 
baron@skraelingalthing.com 

Seneschal 
Eluned verch Angor 
seneschal@skraelingalthing.com 

Herald 
THL Michael Corviser (he/him) 
herald@skraelingalthing.com 

Chronicler 
Constance of Caldrithig (she/her)   
skrael.chronicler@gmail.com 

Exchequer 
Philib mac Daibhídh 
exchequer@skraelingalthing.com 
 

Minister of the Arts and Sciences 
Baroness Gina Dragoni 
moas@skraelingalthing.com  

Marshal 
Sir Ælfwyn of Longwood 
marshal@skraelingalthing.com 

Chatelaine 
Erinn of Lindsay 
skraeling.chatelaine@gmail.com 

Clerk-Register (Webminister) 
Baroness Catherine Townsend 
(she/her) 
web.minister@skraelingalthing.com 

Signet 
Thorfinna gra’feldr (she/her) 
signet@skraelingalthing.com 

Scribe  
 

Canton Seneschals  

Caldrithig 
Eleanor of Bronwicke  
caldrithig@skraelingalthing.com 

Greyfells 
Rodrigo Berenguer  
greyfells@skraelingalthing.com 
 

Tor Brant 
Vargo Geden (he/him) 
tor.brant@skraelingalthing.com 

Baronial Council is composed of the Baronial Seneschal, 
Exchequer, Chronicler, Herald, Chatelaine, MoAS, Marshal, and 
Clerk-Register, as well as the Seneschals of each canton within 
the Barony. (Bylaw 6, of baronial bylaws.) 

 


